1. Vowels 

There are only three vowel phonemes, /i/, /a/, and /aa/, each of which 
has several allophones as follows: 

/i/ ranges from high close vocoids (front [i] central [i], back fu]) to 

high open vocoids (front \ i] and back [u]) and the mid open front 
vocoid [c]* [i] precedes /y/; [u] precedes /w/; [i] occurs in alveolar and 
velar environments; [u] appears contiguous to labialised consonants and 
following /w/; [i] and [e] occur in non-contrastive free variation 
contiguous to labials except /w/ and to fronted alveolars and palatals 
except preceding /y/. 

/a/ ranges from mid close vocoids (front [e]» central [a], back [o]) to 



low vocoids (front [ae] and central [a]) and a vocoid glide from low 
open central to high close back [a ]• There is a tendency toward 
variation with some allophones — [e] precedes /y/ with occasional 
variation to [a]; [o] tends to occur in unstressed syllables preceding /w/ 
or labialised consonants (but not word initially); [a] occurs contiguous 
to /w/, to alveolars and velars following labialised consonants, and 
preceding labialised bilabials in stressed syllables, [a] freely varies 
with [a] in unstressed syllables, [ae] tends to occur contiguous to 
labials except /w/ and to fronted alveolars and palatals except preceding 
/y/, [a ] occurs preceding labialised velar stops in stressed syllables* 

/aa/ is a complex nucleus of low vocoids separated by glottal stop* 

Allophones range from fa?a] to [aB?aB] to fa7a ]. [a?a] tends to occur 
in alveolar and velar environments, with /w/, and also following 
labialised consonants and preceding labialised bilabials* [aB28B] tends to 
occur contiguous to labials (except /w/ or labialised consonants), fronted 
alveolars and palatals. [a?a ] tends to occur preceding labialised velar 
consonants. 

Contrast ive sets for the vowel phonemes are as follows: 



/diy/ 


defecation 


/day/ 


they pi. 


/daay/ 


mouth 


/wiw/ 


fruit sp. 


/waw/ 


fly sp. 


/waaw/ 


may I talk? 


/mij/ 


spear sp. 


/maj/ 


vein 


/maaj/ 


rope 


/g'^is/ 


canoe paddle 


/g'^as/ 


turtle sp. 


/g'^aas/ 


palm flower sheath 


2. 


Consonants 











Twenty consonant phonemes occur in Manambu. There is a primary 
division between labialisation and non-labialisation. The labial and 
velar voiceless and voiced stops and the labial nasal contrast with their 
labialised counterparts. 



Th# non-labialised consonants all show a three-way contrast in point 
of articulation at labial, alveolar, and palatal-velar. In wanner of 
articulation contrast exists with non-prenasalised (voiceless) stops, 
prenasalised stops » fricatives, nasals and liquids. 

The labial ised consonants show less contrast, with only labial and 
velar points of articulation, and only voiceless and voiced stops and nasal 
contrasting in manner of articulation. 

CHART 1 
Consonants 





Non-Labialised 


Labialised 




Labial 


Alveolar 


Palatal/Velar 


Labial 


V.lar 


Stops (Non-Prenasalised) 


P 


t 


k 


w 
P 


k" 


Stops (Prenasalised) 


b 


d 


g 


b^ 


g' 


Fricatives 


V 


6 


i 






Nasals 


m 


n 


H 


w 
m 




Liquids 


w 


1 


y 







2.1 Description of Consonants 

w w 

/p / and A / are voiceless labialised stops, bilabial and velar 

respectively. 

w w 
/b / and /g / are prenasalised labialised stops, bilabial and velar 

respectively. Each has two allophones as follows: voiceless [np^] 

and [T)k ] word medially and finally, voiced [mb''] and [og*'] word 

initially, 

/m / is a voiced and labialised bilabial nasal. 

/p/» /t/, A/ are voiceless stops, bilabial, alveolar and velar 

respectively, /p/ has three allophones: unaspirated [p] word 
initially, fricative [p] word medially, aspirated [p ] word finally, 
/t/ has two allophones: unaspirated [t] word initially and medially, 



aspirated [t ] word finally, /k/ has three allophones: unattpirated 
velar [k] word initially, unaspirated backed velar [k] word medially, 
aspirated [k ] word finally, 

/b/, /d/, /g/ are pre nasalised stops, bilabial, alveolar, and velar 

respectively, /b/ and /g/ each have three allophones as follows: 
voiced [mb] and [r}g] word initially, voiceless unaspirated [mp] and 
[rjk] word medially, voiceless aspirated [mp ] and [r^k ] word finally, 
/d/ has two allophones as follows: voiceless unaspirated [nt] word 
initially and medially, voiceless aspirated [nt ] word finally. 

/v/, /s/, /j/ are fricatives, labial, alveolar and prenasalised 
alveopalatal respectively, /v/ has two allophones: voiced 
labiodental [v] word initially, voiced bilabial [h] word medially and 
finally, /s/ has two allophones: voiceless fronted alveolar 
affricate [ts] word initially, fronted alveolar grooved fricative [s] 
word medially and finally, /j/ has three allophones: voiced 
alveopalatal affricate [ndS] word initially, voiceless unaspirated 
alveopalatal affricate [nts] word medially, voiceless aspirated 
alveopalatal affricate [nts ] word finally. 

/m/, /n/, /n/ are bilabial, alveolar and palatal nasals. 

/w/, /I/, /y/i liquids, are described as follows: /w/ is a voiced high 
close back rounded non-syllabic vocoid; /I/ has two allophones, 
voiced alveolar lateral [l] and flapped vibrant [r] in free variation 
word initially, medially and finally; /y/ is a voiced high close 
front unrounded non-syllabic vocoid. 

The following set demonstrates the phonemic status of all consonants: 

/pal/ to come inside /va/ to dig 

/p ap / lungs /sa/ to spit 

/ta/ to make a fibre skirt /ja/ to rain 

/ka/ to paddle /ma/ buttocks 
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